Bringing it Home
For Sunday, July 26, 2026

By Allison de Kanel

Jesus liked to tell stories to teach about God's Kingdom and God's love for us. We heard some
of those stories today.

One of them reminds me of penguins.

Penguins are beautiful birds who live in really cold places, like Antarctica. That's where you
would be if you traveled as far South as possible.

Penguins have an amazing courtship ritual. The male penguin finds the smoothest, most beauti-
ful pebble he can. He brings it to the female penguin and bows and offers it to her. If she ac-
cepts it, the become a pair and raise a chick together.

Can you tell which of Jesus's stories today I'm thinking of? It's not about yeast, or fishing, or
even about a treasure in a field. No, I'm thinking of someone finding a perfect pearl.

Imagine a penguin finding a pearl to present to a female. How could she reject him? But pearls
are usually white, and penguins are surrounded by snow. It would be hard to find the pearl, but
it would be worth it if his lady penguin accepted it.



God's Kingdom is like that. When we discover God's Kingdom, it is the most valuable thing in
our life. It's worth giving up everything to find it. But the joy is not in having God's Kingdom,
as if we could own it. The joy is in sharing it with others.

Let's pray.

Dear Jesus, thank you for your stories about God's Kingdom. Help us to learn from them. And
thank you for penguins, and all the other amazing creatures you have made. Amen.

Today’s Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
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