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Have you heard the story of the Princess and the Pea? A princess couldn't sleep on a bed with
twenty very soft mattresses because there was a pea at the very bottom!

But in today's story, Jacob had a stone for a pillow. He slept well, and dreamed an amazing
dream. He saw a ladder reaching up to heaven, with angels, and God talked to him.

When he woke up, Jacob realized that he had been sleeping in a holy place. It was the house of
God and the gate of heaven!

Do you think the holiness was in that place all along? Or did the place become holy when God
came to him in his dream? That would mean that any place he slept that night might have been
holy.

Most of us don't have God come to us in our dreams, or at least we don't remember it when we
wake up. But God speaks to us in many ways -- in the Bible, in prayer, in conversation with
each other, or in the beauty of nature.

Just like Jacob, we may be in a holy place and not even know it. But I think if we look for the
holiness around us, we may find it.

Let's pray. Dear God, thank you for loving me. Help me trust you and listen for you. Help me
to recognize your presence when you come to me. Amen.



Today’s Bible Reading - Genesis 28:10-19a

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for
the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his
head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth,
the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.
And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and
the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the
east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you
and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised
you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did
not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other
than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and
set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.

[lustration by Shawna Tenney from Teaching Children the Gospel.



