The Second Sunday
After Epiphany
January 19, 2025

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
1935 The Plaza
Parish Office: 1229 Baker Avenue
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Morning Prayer: Rite Two
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany,

January 19, 2025
The Entrance Rite
Prelude 1 Want Jesus to Walk with Me arr. Petersen
Opening Hymn Hymnal #371
Opening Sentences Page 76
Officiant: From the rising of the sun to its setting my Name shall be great among the nations, and

in every place incense shall be offered to my Name, and a pure offering; for my Name
shall be great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts.

Confession of Sin Page 79
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Officiant and People:
Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
People: Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the begin-
ning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.
Venite Psalm 95:1-7 Page 82

Officiant and People:
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
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The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

Psalm Psalm 36:5-10
Lector:
5 Your love, O Lorb, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O LoRD.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

The Gloria Page # 84
Officiant and People:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson Isaiah 62:1-5
Lector: A Reading from the book of Isaiah.

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.

The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LorD will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;

but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;

for the LorD delights in you,
and your land shall be married.



For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.

Lector: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God..

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah (Luke 1:68-79) Page 92
Officiant and People:

The Second Lesson

Lector:

Lector:
People:

Canticle 21

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
A reading from the First letter of Paul to the Corinthians:

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.
You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that
could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by
the Holy Spirit.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who acti-
vates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to anoth-
er the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

You are God Page 95

Officiant and People together:

You are God: we praise you;



Office Hymn
The Third Lesson

Officiant:

Officiant:
People:

The Homily

The Apostles' Creed

You are the Lord; we acclaim you;

You are the eternal Father:

All creation worships you.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you.

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, are the king of glory,

the eternal Son of the Father.

When you became man to set us free

you did not shun the Virgin's womb.

You overcame the sting of death

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

You are seated at God's right hand in glory.

We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting.

LEV #203
John 2:1-11

A reading from the Gospel according to John:

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave
out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her,
"Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." His moth
er said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing there were six stone
water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Je-
sus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said
to them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came
from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bride
groom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus
did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disci-
ples believed in him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Allison de Kanel
Page 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Musical Offering Holy Lord
The Prayers

(The People stand or kneel)
Officiant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer

Officiant and People together:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Suffrages:
Officiant: Show us your mercy, O Lord,
People: And grant us your salvation.
Officiant: Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
People: Let your people sing with joy.
Officiant: Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
People: For only in you can we live in safety.
Officiant: Lord, keep this nation under your care;
People: And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Officiant: Let your way be known upon earth;
People: Your saving health among all nations.
Officiant: Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
People: Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Officiant: Create in us clean hearts, O God;
People: And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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Collect of the Day

Officiant: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and for ever.
People: Amen.
A Collect for Sundays
Officiant: O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.
Prayer for Mission
Officiant: Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people
is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
Prayers of the People Form IV Page #388
Intercessor:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence
Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Intercessor:  Lord, in your mercy
People: Hear our prayer.



Intercessor:

Silence

Intercessor:

People:

Silence

Intercessor:

Silence

Intercessor:

People:
Officiant:

People:

We commend to your mercy all who have died that your will for them may be fulfilled;
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with
those who take counsel in our Annual Meeting today for the renewal and mission of
your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perc-
eive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accom-
plish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Be with us, Lord, in all our prayers, and direct our way toward the attainment of salva-
tion, that among the changes and chances of this mortal life, we may always be defend-
ed by your gracious help; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble
thanks for all your goodness and lovingkindness to us and to all whom you have
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray,
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our-
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant and People:

The Dismissal

Officiant:
People:

Officiant:
People:

Closing Hymn
Postlude:

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life ever-
lasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen.

Hymnal #542

Processional Rawsthorne
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Our Intercessions
for the week of January 19, 2025

Anglican Cycle of Prayer: The Church in the Province of the West Indies

Our Leaders: Joseph Biden, President of the United States; Donald Trump, President Elect of the United
States; Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York; and Gary McCarthy, Mayor of Schenectady.

Our Church Leaders: Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop; Jeremiah Williamson, Bishop of Albany; and Allison de
Kanel, Officiant and Preacher.

The Church of England and the Anglican Communion, and for discernment of members of the Crown Nomination Commission.

Those who are ill, recovering from surgery, or in need of strength and healing: Mary Ann Harrington, Marilyn Causey, Vincent Avi-
la, Peter Nelson, Basil Dewdney, Austin Spang, Katherine Webber, Don Regula, Chris Morin, Marshall Cohen, Helen Perkins, Per-
rin, Denise Crates, William O., Mtr. Sally Heiligman, Diana Belardo, Ross P., and Ann M.

For all those abused as young people while under the care of church and other institutions that they will find justice and healing.
For those who have died: Don Ingram, Peter Y., and Former President Jimmy Carter.
For public employees that they may continue their work for justice, peace, and the common good, and for all those who live in fear.

For those in the Military: Zachary.

Announcements
For the week of January 19, 2025
Serving Today: Officiant: Allison de Kanel
Crucifer: George Woodzell
Altar Guild: Doreen May
Greeters: Dave Crates
Doreen May
Lectors: Don Csaposs
Doreen May
Counter: Doreen May
Coffee Hour: Annual Meeting

Our Officiant and Preacher today is Allison de Kanel.
Today’s Altar flowers were given by Jean and Ron Stefanski in memory of William and Alice Budington.
In honor of Martin Luther King, we offer two of his favorite hymns as the prelude and the office hymn.

Luncheon and Annual Meeting: Following today’s service, we will hold our Annual Meeting, with a light
luncheon hosted by the vestry.

Donations for Sycamore Collaborative: During January we will collect hats, gloves and mittens (all sizes)
for the guests at the food pantry. In addition, you may make contributions to the pantry using their Amazon
Wishlist at:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/2SFIDO9GK4L1Z/ref=hz 1s biz ex,
or using the QR code on the poster near the food basket.

The Forward Day by Day Devotional Magazine for February/March/April are available on the table in the
nave extension.

“A Case for Love,” Saturday, February 15, 2:30 p.m.: The free showing of this film will be in the Carmi-
chael Hall of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 10 North Main, Albany, NY. This feature-length documentary
examines the question of whether or not love, specifically — unselfish — love, is the solution to the extreme so-
cietal and political divide facing the world. Refreshments and popcorn provided. A discussion with Brian Ide,
the film’s director, will follow.



Sign Ups! Please check your calendar for an auspicious Sunday for you to donate flowers for the altar, and/or
host/co-host the coffee hour. A generous number of dates for either are still available. See the sign-up lists on
the table in the nave extension.

L

UPCOMING EVENTS
At St. Stephen’s
Monday, 1/20, 7:00 p.m.; Worship Committee meeting.
Wednesday, 1/22, 7:00 p.m.: Bell Choir rehearsal.
Thursday, 1/23, 7:00 p.m.: Chancel Choir rehearsal.
Sunday, 1/26, 9:30 a.m.: Holy Eucharist.
Lunch-making for Street Soldiers following the service.
Sunday, 2/2, 9:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer.
Sunday, 2/9, 9:30 a.m.: Holy Eucharist.
Sunday, 2/16, 9:30 a.m.: Morning Prayer.
Sunday, 2/23, 9:30 a.m.: Holy Eucharist.
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Welcome!

We are glad you have chosen to worship and give thanks to God with us.

WORSHIP: The Holy Eucharist: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. Brief prayers for healing and anointing are offered in
the library after Mtr. Jane finishes greeting the departing congregation. Join us for refreshments most Sundays
in Begley Hall after our service.

Members of the parish offer Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9:00 a.m. Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday, and 8:00 a.m. on Sunday. Please contact the church office for the link.

Other services are announced.

HYMNS: Our hymns are posted on hymn boards and are listed in our bulletin. They are drawn from the blue
Hymnal and the black-and-red Lift Every Voice and Sing. “Service music,” indicated with an “S” before the
number, comes at the beginning of the Hymnal. Hymns come in the second section. Hymns from Lift Every
Voice and Sing are preceded by an “LEV.”

CHILDREN: We are delighted to have children of all ages and love hearing their voices. You may find your
children are more engaged if you sit closer to the front of the church. The greeters can give them an activity
pack. There is a nursery with toys and a comfortable chair if you would like to take a break from the service
with your child or find a quiet place to nurse. In the Episcopal Church it is customary for parents to determine
the appropriate age for children to take communion. We can always offer “first communion” instruction to
you/your children.

COMMUNION: All baptized persons may receive Holy Communion. If you do not wish to take the bread
(wafer) or the wine, place your arms across your chest and a member of the clergy will ask God's blessing up-
on you and on any children not yet receiving communion. If you would like the elements brought to your seat,
please speak with a greeter.

FOR THOSE WITH ALLERGIES: If you would like to receive communion wafers that are gluten-wheat-
yeast-dairy-egg-soy-nut- and corn-free at Communion, please ask for one from the ministers distributing com-
munion.

OFFERTORY: During the offertory, the greeters take up a collection for funds which support the church and
our various ministries. Many people pledge annual support, which is helpful in developing our budget. All
contributions are welcomed.

MASKS: The use of masks is optional. The greeters can provide you with one if you like.
CONVERSATION / PASTORAL VISITS are available. Please contact the Parish Office.

MEMBERSHIP: We welcome visitors from other churches as well as those for whom church is a new experi-
ence. If you do not have a church home, we would be delighted to talk with you about becoming a member.
Please speak with a warden or fill out a pew card for someone to contact you.

BUILDING SECURITY: Only the main church door and the door to the parking lot will be unlocked on Sun-
days. At other times, please call the church office if you need access.

11



LABYRINTH: Our labyrinth, in the courtyard between the church and Begley Hall, is an adaptation of the
millennia-old classical type. Unlike a maze, a labyrinth has only one path in and out; there are no tricks or
dead ends. The path winds from the exterior to the center and can become a mirror for our journey of life,
touching our sorrows and releasing our joys. Walk it with an open mind and an open heart. Instructions are
available at the back of the church.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION: We will resume Sunday School and a children’s message whenever we have a
group. A children’s message is sent by email and posted each week. Youth and adult programs are announced.
Please be in touch with Mtr. Jane for additional information, suggestions for programs you would like, and if
you would like to be part of a Bible-study group.

PRAYER REQUESTS: Prayer request sheets can be found on the lectern in the back of the church. You can
place anyone on our "Prayer Chain" by contacting Suzanne Taylor at popage@aol.com or by contacting the
parish office. Please get the permission of those you add for their names to be used. We will include your re-
quest for four weeks in our services of Morning Prayer and count on you to keep us updated.

COMMUNICATION: You may contact us at 518-346-6241 (Office Phone); office@st-stephens.church (e-
mail); https://st-stephens.church (website); and https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephensSchenectady. The
Parish Office is generally open Mondays-Fridays from 8:30-11:30 a.m. Mtr. Jane may be contacted at mtr-
jane@st-stephens.church or (518) 637-7736.

Church Staff & Lay Leaders

Mrs. Erin Cohen, Senior Warden
Ms. Jean Stefanski, Junior Warden
Ms. Susan Lohnas, Organist
Dr. Douglas Lohnas, Director of the Choir
Mr. Jon Ewbank, Office Manager
Ms. Denise Crates, Treasurer
Ms. Theresa Fay, Clerk

Vestry
Ms. Ruth Basantes Ms. Vicki Hoshko

Mrs. Linda Emaelaf  Ms. Carole Merrill-Mazurek
Mr. George Woodzell
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